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Our Schools and a Changing Community 
 

Canada is a country of immigrants.  People who were born here had their parents, grandparents, great 
grandparents immigrate here from another country.  Those ancestors came here for a better future for 
their children.  They moved to Canada to escape poverty, social and religious persecution or corrupt 
governments.  When they came, life was not easy.  Even though there were incentives such as free land 
or jobs, they had to overcome cultural differences, weather and poor living conditions.  While their lives 
were hard, our ancestors saw that their children could prosper and become Canadians with a future.  We 
are fortunate to witness history repeating itself in some of our communities today. Hopefully we have 
learned from our past and will not repeat some of history's mistakes.   
 
We have immigrants moving into our communities for a better life for their children.  They are 
experiencing culture and climate differences.  They are working at new and difficult jobs.  Their hope is 
to give their children a chance to become prosperous Canadian citizens who will give back to the 
community that accepted them.   Our responsibility as Canadians is to accept and welcome the 
newcomers into the community and treat them as we hope our ancestors were treated.   
 
This openness and respect for culture needs to be reciprocated.  We all share in the success of the 
communities in which we live.  We have the responsibility to respect and be empathetic towards our 
fellow citizens.  Although we may originate from different parts of the world, we are all important to our 
communities through the different roles we play.   It is only through understanding one another and 
working together that our communities will thrive.   
 
Our schools are an ideal place for this collaboration to occur.  Canadian children can become mentors to 
the new students to welcome them and encourage them to take part in Canadian activities.   All students 
should be encouraged to join school groups and teams and they should take advantage of all the 
opportunities available whether it is the choir, the soccer team or the student council.  We should 
consider ourselves fortunate to have schools that are thriving and growing.  Many rural divisions with 
declining enrolments are cutting staff and programming options for students We are adding 
programming and staff in our schools, our businesses are busy and our economy is not suffering.  
Whether it is on our streets or in our classrooms all citizens of our communities need to socialize and 
interact with an understanding that we may be different but with diversity comes the richness of our 
Canadian identity.  Mutual learning can take place with both cultures gaining knowledge and 
acceptance.   
 
Our community is not big enough or strong enough to have separate groups. Both long time Canadians 
and new immigrants need to work together to create a vibrant community and country. 
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